
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       April 5, 2015 
  
RESURRECTION  OF  THE  LORD / EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 118 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the celebration of Easter is one of those events 
in which I tend to lose my mind, but not in a helpful way.  I 
read the accounts of your resurrection as facts and find myself 
faced with the decision of whether or not I “believe” them.  
Since I have never had an experience of the essential facts in 
these narratives, I end up with the dilemma of whether or not I 
am going to accept them on “faith.”  Such speculations take 
me far away from the practicality of the life I am actually living.  
What I need is the experience of you in the middle of this 
practical, actual life I live each day.  Sometimes this life of mine 
feels more dead than alive, and I long to experience life coming 
from and through this death that seems too real.  I am not 
longing for something I need to “believe” or “have faith in,” 
but for something that convinces me life comes from and 
through death because I experience it as happening to me, and 
in me, and for me. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 16:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 105 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 121 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
           Egg Hunt 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for April 12, 2015 
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31 

 
F.Y.I. 
 We are receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Resurrection  of  the Lord / Easter [Mark 16:1-8] 

 The Church Year describes the work done by God as Christ to 
bring each of us the fullest human life possible. Easter is one of 
the celebrations in the Church Year, and takes its meaning from 
being associated with the Church Year. Christmas, also a 
celebration in the Church Year, is an experience that comes to us 
before the experience that is Easter. Christmas celebrates the 
appearance in us of the life of Christ, a life which we experience 
as a mind that lives alongside our human mind and interacts with 
us differently than our own mind does. Our mind assesses and 
evaluates everything we think, feel, say and do in an attempt to 
shape us into the person we are supposed to be. Diverging from 
this, the mind of Christ appreciates everything we think, feel, say 
and do in an effort to help us know and own the person we 
actually are. When we become aware of aspects of our life which 
should not be true of us, our mind will attempt to rid us of 
whatever is in our awareness so we can return to life as it is 
“supposed” to be. The mind of Christ counters what our mind 
does by accepting what has entered our awareness and accepting 
us with its being true of us. Through the back and forth between 
our mind and the mind of Christ we are introduced to aspects of 
our life that have not previously been encouraged or supported, 
and slowly these are assimilated into our understanding of the 
person we are. In this way our life expands and becomes fuller. 
 There are always areas of life in which we have permission to 
grow and expand based on the way we were raised. In these 
areas our lives become fuller in a basically harmonious way. But, 
in the areas of life where we have little or no permission to 
expand and grow, any effort to make life full is met by resistance. 
In these areas of life where there is resistance to anything that 
does not seem proper Christ becomes the advocate for what is 
attempting to enter our awareness, pushing against our mind’s 
efforts to rid us of the intruder. Mostly we have not been taught 
to look on internal conflict in this way. We think of internal 
conflict as destructive rather than as redemptive. We seek to not 
have internal conflicts, rather than seeking to look carefully at 
these conflicts to discover their origin, their elements and their 

purpose. If we were to turn toward our internal conflicts rather 
than away from them we would discover that they stem from the 
intrusion of something that should not be true for us yet needs to 
be included in our awareness. 

Christ is the aspect of God that pushes for this inclusion, and 
does so against the resistance of our mind. In this conflict Christ is 
overcome by our resistance, and whatever is seeking to enter and 
remain in our awareness is removed. What we discover over time 
is that what has been removed from our awareness returns for our 
further consideration. Over and over again we are taken through 
this struggle between inclusion and exclusion. Christ advocates 
and we overcome Christ and that for which he is the advocate—
until it dawns on us that this is a process that is actually happening 
in us, and we come to the conclusion, or better the conviction, 
that Christ and the work done by him is irrepressible, even when it 
is opposed by the best resistance we have. Easter is the 
celebration of this perception, this insight and experience, 
penetrating our thinking and sinking into the center of our being. 
Easter is more than a day; it is a season. It is not a one-time 
experience, but rather a period of time when this perception gets 
explored, absorbed and internalized. Also, Easter is a step in the 
larger journey of God bringing us the fullest life possible for us. 
There is more that will come, and other changes to our internal life 
that will occur. Easter is not the end or goal; it is a means allowing 
us to be taken to the goal: the fullness of our life. 

There are two ways to approach Easter: one is to focus on 
Christ, and the other is to focus on our experience of the work 
Christ does. The most common or popular focus is on Christ, and 
the emphasis is on Christ rising from death. The issues that come 
from this focus are: 1) Easter tends to be viewed as something that 
occurred once in the past to Jesus, rather than being something 
that occurs repeatedly in the present in us; 2) we tend to get 
caught up in the credibility of a human corpse resuscitating and 
our focus tends to go to whether or not that will happen to us 
after we stop breathing, rather than focusing on the way “life 
coming from death” works irrepressibly in us while we are 
breathing; 3) we muddy the distinction between history and 



theology in that we treat the resurrection narratives as facts to be 
believed, rather than as metaphors which point beyond 
themselves to something we can experience. 

The other way to approach Easter is to focus on our experience 
of the work Christ does. Christ is the advocate for the aspects of 
our life we need to include yet work to exclude, and as such he is 
always being crucified by our need to have a life that we consider 
proper. However, the life of Christ is irrepressible. The phrase in 
the text is “he has been raised,” “raised” being a word which 
means “waken” or “rouse,” from a root “to gather” [through the 
idea of collecting ones faculties]. Christ’s work to gather and 
include the unwanted aspects of our life are overcome, but then 
we experience that what was scattered is gathered again and 
collected. Every crucifixion is followed by this “wakening,” 
“rousing,” and “gathering” of what had been scattered. The text 
says that in response we are “alarmed,” an English translation of a 
Greek word meaning “to astonish utterly.” “Astonish” in English 
means “overwhelming surprise.” We are surprised when this re-
collecting happens, and that it happens. I think we are surprised 
by the discovery that the “tomb” is always empty. We anticipate 
that what is killed off in us will remain in that state. But, nothing 
that needs to be included and has been killed off remains that 
way. The word translated as “tomb” is a Greek word meaning “a 
remembrance or memory.” Even though something is removed 
from awareness, some part of it is remembered; but, beyond that, 
it is not bound to being only a memory. It can be recovered and 
found alive again by revisiting the journey that led to its recovery 
in the first place. In today’s text Jesus does not appear unless the 
disciples visit Galilee again, the place where their journey with 
him began. So also with us—something excluded is brought to our 
awareness, and is then erased; it first appears again as a memory, 
and then as we re-trace its being introduced to us, it takes on 
flesh and blood once more, and becomes as real as before, if not 
more real. 

The closing verse of today’s text says: “So they went out and 
fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone because they were afraid.” This 

verse makes sense if we remember that we are not of one mind 
about what has resurrected in our experience. The word “fled” is a 
Greek word meaning “to run away,” implying “to shun.” I think our 
first instinct is to shun what has again appeared in our awareness. 
The word translated as “terror” means “to be possessed by a 
trembling;” and the word translated as “amazement” means “a 
displacement of the mind” or “bewilderment.” It is unsettling and 
disturbing to discover that we are unable to get rid of an 
experience or perception that is distressing to us because it 
conflicts us. This occurrence “displaces” our mind. “Displace” 
means: “To move or shift from the usual place or position, 
especially to force to leave a homeland.” Easter has this effect on 
us. It is likely we will not say anything about any of this for a while, 
perhaps because we are afraid, although we might also be in awe 
[the word translated as “afraid” means both “to frighten” and “to 
be in awe of”]. 

Life coming from death subjectively is something that happens 
so often and so consistently on this journey with Christ that a 
confidence or a “knowing” begins to form in us regarding what 
happens with us when the death that comes to us is literal and 
objective. At the end of our physical life we “know” that life 
expands beyond the death we experience because it has so often 
done so emotionally and psychologically. 

[Jim Robie, 4-2-15, Cycle B, Mark 16:1-8] 


